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the rebels. But now he became suspicious of
everyone; and the rest of his reign was
devoted to the establishment of his own
authority on the ruins of the feudal tyranny
of the great vassals, and to long-continued
and bloody wars with Aragon and Granada.
He owes the epithet Cruel mainly to the
murder of his brother Don Fadrique in 1358
The people were in general well and justly
governed, but heavy taxes dissipated his
popularity, Henry returned from France
(1366) at the head of a body of exiles, backed
by Du Gucsclin, and aided by Aragon,
France and the pope. Edward the Black
Prince, persuaded to espouse Pedro's cause
in 1367, defeated Henry and Du Gucsclin at
Navarrete (April 13), But, disgusted by his
ally's non-fulfilment of his promises, the
English prince repassed the Pyrenees and left
Pedro to his fate. The whole kingdom
groaned under his cruelties; rebellions broke
out everywhere; and when, in 1367, Henry
returned, Pedro was routed at Montiel (1369),
and in single combat with Henry, developing
into a melee, was slain. See books by Prosper
Merimee (1848), Storer (1910).
PEEL, Sir Robert (1788-1850), English
statesman, was born near Bury in Lancashire.
His father, Sir Robert Peel (1750 -1830), M.P.
from 1790, created baronet in 1800), was a
wealthy cotton-manufacturer and calico-
printer, and from him he inherited a great
fortune. He had three years at Harrow, took
a double-first from Christ Church, Oxford,
in 1808, and entered parliament in 1809 as
Tory member for Cashed. In 1811 he was
appointed under-seeretary for the colonies,
and in 1812-18 was secretary for Ireland.
In this capacity * Orange Peel' displayed a
strong anti-Catholic spirit, and was so fiercely
attacked by O'Conncll (q.v.) that he sent the
agitator a challenge, From 1818 till 1822
Peel remained out of ollice, but sat for the
University of Oxford. In 1819 he was
chairman of the Bank Committee, and moved
the resolutions which led to the resumption
of cash-payments. In 1822 here-entered the
ministry as home secretary, and he and
Canning as foreign secretary worked together
pretty well, Peel devoting himself to the
currency. But on * Roman Catholic emanci-
pation * Canning was in advance of Peel, and
when Canning formed a Whig-Tory ministry,
Peel, along with the Duke of Wellington and
others, withdrew from office (1827). Yet,
when the death of Canning led to the Welling-
ton-Peel government, its great measure was
that for the relief of the Roman Catholics
(1829), As home secretary he reorganized
the London police force (' Peelers' or
* Bobbies *). Peel opposed parliamentary
reform, and in 1830 the Wellington-Peel
ministry was succeeded by a Whig ministry
under Bar! Grey, which, in 1832, carried the
Reform Bill. Peel shrank from factious
obstruction, of the measure, but as leader of
the * Conservative * opposition, sought by
vigilant criticism of Whi^ measures to retard
the too rapid strides of Liberalism. Rejected
by Oxford in 1829, but returned for West-
bury, Peel represented Tarn worth from 1833
till his death. In November 1834 he accepted
office as prime minister, but gave place to

Lord Melbourne in April 1835. The general
election of 1841 was virtually a contest
between Free-trade and Protection, and
Protection won. The Conservative party,
headed by Peel, now came into ollice. The
Whigs were bent upon a fixed hut moderate
duty on foreign corn; the Anti-Corn-Law
League would hear of nothing short of
repeal; while Sir Robert carried (1842) a
modification of the sliding-scalc. The deficit
in the revenue led him to impose (1842) an
* income-tax' of 7d. in the pound, to be levied
for three years.   To alleviate the new burden
Peel  revised   the  general   tariff,   and   either
abolished or lowered  the duties on several
very  important articles of commerce.    He
resolutely   repressed    the    malcontents    of
Ireland,    and    O'ConnelFs    influence   was
broken.   In 1845 the allowance to Maynooth
was changed into a permanent endowment,
and   the   Irish   unscctarian   colleges   were
founded.     But   the   potato-rot   in   Ireland,
followed   by   a   frightful   famine,   rendered
* cheap corn ' a necessity.    Cobd.cn and the
League redoubled their exertions.   Peel again
yielded, telling his colleagues that the corn-
laws were doomed.   Lord Stanley (afterwards
Earl  of  Derby)   seceded,   and,  with   Lord
George    Bentinck,    Disraeli    and    others,
formed a 'no-surrender* Tory party;   but
the Duke of Wellington, Graham, Aberdeen,
Gladstone and other eminent Conservatives
stood   by   him,   and   repeal   was   carried,
Defeated on an Irish Protection of Life Bill,
he retired in June 1846, giving place to a Whig
administration under Lord John Russell   to
which   he   gave   independent    hut   general
support.   In the critical times of 1847 4K he
was one of the most important props of the
government, whose free-trade  principles lie
had now accepted.    He had a keen Hnglish
interest in sport, and a cultivated taste in
matters literary and artistic.    On June 29,
1850, lie was thrown from his horse, and was
so much injured that he died July 2.   See his
(non-biographical)  Memoirs* edited by Hurl
Stanhope   and   Viscount   C'ardwcll   (1857),
Speeches (1835 and 1853), his Private Letters
(ed. G. Peel, 1920), and C. S. Parker's Peel
Papery (3 voJs. 1891  99);  his Life and Times
by Sir T. Lever;   books by Guizot (1851),
Laurence Peel, Lord Dulling, Barnett Smith,
F,   C.   Montague   Justin   McCarthy,  J.   R.
Thursfield, A. A, W, Ramsay (1928), G. K.
Clark   (1929);     Shaw    LcHavre,    Peel   and
O^ConnelJ  (1887).     Pod's   eldest   son,   Sir
Robert   (1822-95),    and    the    second,    Sir
Frederick (1823-1906), held ollice as minis-
ters;   whilst Arthur Wcllcslcy, the fifth and
youngest (1829 1912), was  speaker of the
House of Commons 1884-95, and then was
created Viscount Peel,
PEELE, George (c. 1558' 98), .English Eliza-
bethan dramatist, born in London, went up
to Oxford in 1571. He took his bachelor's
degree in 1577, his master's in 1579, By 1581
he had removed to London, where for seven-
teen years he lived a roistering Bohemian life
as actor, poet and playwright. He was one
of those warned to repentance by Greene in
his Groatsworth of Wit (1592), The Arraign-
ment of Paris (1584), is a dramatic pastoral
containing ingenious flatteries of Elizabeth.